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Erprobung des ersten Erzeugnisses / Testing of the first 
product - Georg Neumann & Erich Kühnast
 

Chronicle

Vorkriegszeit in Berlin / Pre-War Period in Berlin

In 1928, Georg Neumann and Erich Rickmann came to the decision to create a business which 
could manufacture equipment for pick-up and reproduction of sound. Their long-standing personal 
friendship and in particular the experience they made as engineers in the industry formed a sound 
basis for a successful outcome of this project.

On 23rd November 1928 this plan became reality and the beginning of today‘s company was created 
in a studio in Brandenburgstraße 43.

In a room of 75 sqm work was commenced with the workforce of 3 mechanics. Back then, the first 
electrically powered disc recording machine, which was primarily used for sound-on-disc recording, 
was produced. 

As the contact microphones used for the recording of sound did not meet the conditions at that time, 
better microphones had to be created first. 

The first model of the condenser microphone, which is still produced today, was developed and was 
successfully put into practice. Simultaneously, the new design of an electromagnetic cutter and 
a pick-up for wax-discs was launched.

The company suffered a severe loss by the unexpected passing of the co-founder and co-owner 
Erich Rickmann on 24th March 1938. The sound friend and adviser of all employees, who dedicated 
his life to the work in his firm, was not granted to witness the company‘s tenth anniversary.

Despite the heavy loss, business could be continued by Neumann to the full extent and in 
accordance with the wishes of the deceased co-owner due to the intensive cooperation of the works 
manager Erich Kühnast from the very beginning.
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